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This is a report about community experience that I carried out and it involved the participants to admit being alcoholics for possible attempts on how an individual who are alcoholic can remain alcohol-free-style by receiving peer support.. I have had a fantastic community experience on the mental health that was held in two different locations. The first location was at Windsor club (eye-opener), along 123W Windsor road. In this particular location, the meeting was attended two times by different leaders.  The meeting did not start until the leader opened the topic. I felt motivated by how our leader was able to share personal thoughts and thus the other members were given an opportunity to provide their views and insights during the meeting.  Most importantly, in the first meeting, there were about 8-10 patrons. Within this meeting, only three participants shared their stories about their view on the mental health.  Each of the three members started their conversation by introducing themselves and admitting the facts that they are alcoholic. The other group of patrons greeted the other members. Sara was the first one to state her and declare that she is an alcoholic. 
 After the first meeting, the second meeting involved the pledge with 12 steps to alcoholic anonymous, and this made the participants to share their stories freely and comfortably. In the midst of the second meeting, a basket was passed for donation, and as such, I liked their idea and the way they contributed to the Windsor club. Still, in this club, there was coffee for the people including pastries. Towards the end of the second meeting, the members held their hands together as they said a word of prayer. Before this prayer, the leader of this meeting requested us to close our eyes by stating “our brother and sisters that are suffering from alcoholism let us close our eyes in silence.” At this time I feel that moved by the idea of how they were aware that other people are suffering and considered them in prayer. I can declare that this is the best community experience based on the nursing that I have happened to attend. 
The other location of community experience was at 1945S. Hill St. LA, CA, 90007 in the courthouse. Besides entering the courthouse, we had to pass through some metal detectors. In these detectors the security checked belongings. There were some lawyers along the LAX, and in the audience, there was no a single family member presents apart from other law students and us. In the meeting that we held in the morning, individuals showed and shared their feelings and support to another. The group therapy helped people to share what they felt, and still, some of the individuals were there because of DUI and could make up some hours for the court, and therefore leaders could sign off their worksheet. However, it came to my realization that those people who had DUI shared a little. This made me feel that they were just there for the sake of being there and not as people who wanted to better themselves. In this context I learned that group therapy can help people with mental illness to share their experiences.
In this meeting, Roberto Longera was the judge, and he invited us to one of his chambers, and he required us to give a reason for such a visit. He was in turn, informed that we were the nursing students with the intention of fulfilling community hour requirement. From the look of things, the judge showed his sincere gratitude and was wholehearted for us, and thus he was extremely courteous and knowledgeable. He enquired from him about how does it feel to be a judge, and we expected to bear any horrible stories form him. During this meeting, the judge was required to explain the issue of interference to sexual rape crime. In responding to this question, the judge had a small rock in this hand that real calm. He showed his courtesy by merely showing us the rock, and he stated what makes him recall the importance of him being calm and collected during the verdict time.
In this particular meeting, I was able to notice and learned a couple of verdicts. The first verdict was seemed to be an inmate from the prison. He was Japanese and there due to the issue of language a translator was needed. However, the judge did not consider verdicts in his favor to terminate mandatory medical administration. In this verdict, the inmate hospital doctor was questioned, and in turn, the doctor answered the entire question just as asked by the lawyer. From the reaction of the judge, we gained an insight that each has a mental illness. I was able to learn how the mental illness is looked down upon in different cultures. From the lawyer’s statement on mental illness, I learned that it’s not all the mentally ill patients are homelessness, and thus some of the mentally ill patients come from affluent families. 
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